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St. Mary’s Medical Center granted accreditation by the 
Intersocietal Commission for the Accreditation of 

Echocardiography Laboratories 
 

 
West Palm Beach, FL (April 2011)-- One American dies every 32 seconds 
from cardiovascular disease, disorders of the heart and blood vessels.  
Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in the United States, 
costing society over 83.7 billion dollars in health services, medications and 
lost work time due to disability.  Cardiac structure and flow information 
provided by echocardiographic testing is useful in the detection and 
management of many types of heart disease.  This noninvasive test has 
become one of the standard diagnostic tools in cardiology with an estimated 
10 million echocardiograms performed annually in the United States.  
Echocardiography is a complex imaging technique that relies on the 
experience and training of both the physician and sonographer.  Their 
interpretive and technical abilities determine the diagnostic accuracy of an 
echocardiographic examination.  The Intersocietal Commission for the 
Accreditation of Echocardiography Laboratories (ICAEL) has developed an 
accreditation program which evaluates the quality of these and other critical 
elements of an echocardiography laboratory.   
 
St. Mary’s Medical Center located in West Palm Beach, FL was granted 
accreditation by the Intersocietal Commission for the Accreditation of 
Echocardiography Laboratories (ICAEL).  The laboratory is one of a 
growing number of echocardiography laboratories in the United States, 
Canada, and Puerto Rico to be so recognized for its commitment to high 
quality patient care and its provision of quality diagnostic testing.   
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The ICAEL was established with the support of the American Society of 
Echocardiography (ASE), the American College of Cardiology (ACC) and 
the Society of Pediatric Echocardiography (SOPE) to provide a peer review 
mechanism to encourage and recognize the provision of quality 
echocardiographic diagnostic evaluations by a process of voluntary 
accreditation.  A non-profit organization, the ICAEL is dedicated to ensuring 
high quality patient care and to promoting health care.   
 
Participation in the accreditation process in voluntary.  Accreditation status 
signifies that the facility has been reviewed by an independent agency which 
recognizes the laboratory’s commitment to quality testing for the diagnosis 
of heart disease.   
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ABOUT ST. MARY’S MEDICAL CENTER 

St. Mary’s Medical Center is a 463-bed acute care hospital located at 901 45th Street in West Palm Beach.  
The hospital has been serving the medical and health care needs of the greater West Palm Beach area for 
more than 70 years.  St. Mary’s Medical Center offers a broad array of services, including medical, 
surgical, obstetrics, pediatrics, orthopedics, trauma and emergency services. St. Mary’s Surgical Special 
Care Unit has undergone a multi million dollar renovation project, which includes16 spacious rooms, 32 
inch flat screen TV’s, wireless internet, and even personal safes.  St. Mary’s specialty services include a 
pediatric trauma center, 24-hour children’s emergency department, pediatric intensive care unit, 
comprehensive stroke center, high-risk obstetrical unit, Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), 
Children’s Hospital at St. Mary’s, the Rehabilitation Institute, the Paley Advanced Limb Lengthening 
Institute at the Joint Preservation and Bone Reconstruction Center, and the Memory Disorders Center.  St. 
Mary’s Medical Center is fully accredited by the Joint Commission, the nation’s oldest and largest hospital 
accreditation agency.  To learn more about St. Mary’s Medical Center, visit www.stmarysmc.com or call 
561-844-6300. 
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